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Logline

The QUARE In There shakes up contemporary conversations around race, 
gender, and sexuality. Defying gender boundaries and playing with traditional 
views of Blackness, this film chronicles a community’s use of body, voice, and 
movement as sources of liberation.

Synopsis

In this short documentary film, Black and queer are paralleled sites of creative 
activism. Taking place in Oakland, CA, where the city is as much as a character 
as the participants themselves, the value of self-definition and activism are the 
nexus for transformation. Noun, adjective, and verb are all part of the 
multifaceted definition of QUARE. Exciting the intersections surrounding Black 
queer subjectivity, The QUARE In There fuses woven threads of identity and 
historical social oppressions. Defying gender boundaries, skipping through 
sexualities, and playing with traditional views of Blackness, this film chronicles a 
community’s use of body, voice, and movement as sources of liberation. With 
words, music, and ever-present style, film participants reclaim their position as 
social outsider by using self-expression as a tool for personal empowerment and 
autonomy.

Contact and Links

Taryn Lee Crenshaw (Producer, Director, Editor)
267 Bieber Drive
San Jose, CA 95123
taryncrenshaw@gmail.com
www.tarynleecrenshaw.com
(408) 315-4339

Official Site
www.thequareinthere.com
Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/thequareinthere/
Trailer
https://vimeo.com/200123843
Online Screener
Please email director for Vimeo link and password

Film Specs
Running Time: 16 mins
Film Location: Oakland/ Bay Area, CA
Aspect Ratio: 16:9 HD
Exhibition Formats: DVD, QuickTime, DCP
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Festivals

Wicked Queer: Boston LGBT Film Festival 2016

Santa Fe Film Festival 2016

Cinequest Film & VR Festival 2017
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An Open Letter From Director Taryn Lee Crenshaw

For quite some time now I have been fascinated by the social intersections of Blackness, 
queer, and gender nonconformity. Human rights around these three have been fought and 
contested through time, around the world. What are the implications of some of our oldest, 
yet most ignored social debts and how do they impact our ways of being in the present? 

Something really unique and beautiful happens at the cross section of multiple social 
marginalities. We really see the layers of lines, relationships, and networks of oppression 
itself. We also see those navigating this sphere of the other and what methods of inner 
ingenuity and innate creativity are needed to survive. Of course each social construct and 
identity has its own extensive study, as well as, titles, labels, histories, social movements, 
pains, and triumphs. My research led me to realize, however, that there is even less work, 
attention, and overall visibility on the personal stories pertaining to queer people of color. 
We just don’t see representations in mainstream media- and sensationalist Reality TV 
doesn’t count. Furthermore, to fully understand the depths of the human experience, it 
behooves us to pay attention to the layers and connections of what is left in the dark, in the 
shadows, in the Black and queer.

This film is the culmination of a decade worth of exploration through visual documentation. 
The QUARE In There was created as my master’s thesis. The project started as 
documentary photography, where I spent months in the first half of 2014 doing field work in 
Oakland. Combing Telegraph at First Fridays or Grand Lake Farmer’s Markets Saturday 
mornings, I took pictures of the city of Oakland and how the people related within and to it. It 
didn’t take long for me to recognize the character, spunk, and jive of the city. It also didn’t 
take long to find a queer community, either. With day parties like Black Weirdo and 
Soulovely, I was drawn to seeing Black and brown, queer bodies embracing their 
differences and in free movement, not only on the dance floor, but in principle of action. 
These spaces were welcoming and did not have bias, discrimination, or that uncomfortable 
“you’re different” energy.  They were aligned with larger political and communal values, as 
well. Eventually getting a chance to shoot at a Social Life event thanks to Chaney Turner, I 
could see that there was a relief, a therapy, to be able to be your self, without judgment or 
changing to fit a social norm. It was clear that the lifting of this weight was as Chaney would 
say, “a quiet protest of social activism.”  

Drawing upon the same creative world making that took place during the Harlem 
Renaissance (also known as The New Negro Movement, 1920-1935) and Negritude 
Movement (similar cultural movement during the same time, in France), this film harkens 
back to the color, life, and spirit of those that used their crafts, minds, creatively queer flare 
to tell their own stories and sustain cultural livelihood. 

Much love,

TLC
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Bios

Producer/ Director/ Editor
Taryn Lee Crenshaw

Taryn Lee Crenshaw is a documentarian and educator. 
Born and raised in San Jose, California, she received 
a Master of Arts degree in Social Documentation from 
the University of California, Santa Cruz and a Bachelor 
of Arts in Comparative Women’s Studies with a 
concentration in Visual Documentation from Spelman 
College. Taryn believes documentary film and 
photography are vehicles for exploration, analysis, and 
celebration. Creatively implementing oral history 
narratives, her work speaks to the strength of the 
human spirit, while inspiring connection and invoking 
conversation around self and societal reflection. 

Composer
Christopher Gordon Dowd

Christopher Gordon Down is a founding member of iconic 
rock band “Fishbone”. He helped to redefine an entire 
genre of music. Ska- influenced rock music was forever 
changed by the former trombonist/keyboardist from Los 
Angeles. Dowd has since redirected his career to include 
more writing/producing for other artists. As writer and 
producer Chris’ projects span several genres in music and 
television. Along with multi-platform producer David 
Kahne, Dowd is writing/producing an album filled with lost 
Motown Record files. Other future plans include a reunion 
with former Fishbone bandmates of an alum tour. 
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Credits  

CREW

Director
Taryn Lee Crenshaw

Producer
Taryn Lee Crenshaw

Edited by
Taryn Lee Crenshaw

Cinematography 
Taryn Lee Crenshaw

Production Assistants
Marc Francis
Isaiah Dugall

Camera & Sound
Taryn Lee Crenshaw

Original Score
Christopher Gordon Dowd

Lyrics ~ “Everyone”
Corinne Stevie

Motion Graphics
Marissa Kitazawa

Sound Mix & Design
Paul Hill

Project Advisors
B. Ruby Rich
Marcia Ochoa

Editing Consultants
Kate Amend
Kevin Jerome Everson
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CAST

Featuring
Roman Flintroy
Jenna Joiner
Sienna Moodie
Lady Ryan
Ursula Rucker
Chaney Turner
Brooklyn Wright

Thanks
Tristan Carkeet
Woody Carroll
Irene Gustafson
Jonathan Kahana
John Jota Leanos
Irene Lusztig
Megan Moodie
Jennifer Maytorena Taylor
Robert Valiente-Neighbors
Gustavo Vazquez
Ronaldo V. Wilson
Lewis Watts
Karen Tei Yamashita

Special Thanks
Alyah Baker and Show & Tell
Chaney Turner and Social Life Productions
Oakland First Fridays
Queer Fashion Week
Dalila Ali Rajah
E. Patrick Johnson
MA in Social Documentation Program, 
University of California, Santa Cruz
Film & Digital Media Department, University of California, Santa Cruz
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